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Expencei  of  that  School ;  by  which  a  very  con« 
fiderablc  Addition  is  made  to  the  College  Trca-^ 
fury  annually.  With  foiiie  general  Oblervationii 

♦  ~  •  i  .  '  f  '•  i  •  ' 

bn  the  Eaws  and  Government  of  that  Society! 
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LETTER,  &c. 


S  1  Ry 


-jk  /f"  Y  particular  Acquaintance  with  your  Cha-_ 
l\/i  rafter,  and  Affurance  of  the  Juftnefs  of 
JL  ▼  your  Notions  of  Government,  ^nd  or  the 
vaft  Importance  of  giving  Youth,  who  are  defigned 
for  publick  Employments,  a  good  Education,  and 
a  virtuous,  and  liberal  Turn,  and  Habit  of  Mind, 
equally  abhorrent  of  arbitrary  Principles  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  flavifh  Subjeffion  and  of  your  Love^  of 
Equity,  and  generous  Zeal  for  Liberty,  and  jult 
Abhorrence  of  every  Species  of  Tyranny,  both  civil, 
and  ecclefiaftical  •,  determine  me  to  addrefs  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Letter  to  you.  In  which,  I  am  going  to 
lay  bel'ore  you,  fuch  a  Train  of  Fafts, 


(  3  ) 

swrbitrary',  and  oppreflive  Exadlions  that  ace  tuad^'  :drt 
the  Students  at  Talt-Qollegc:,  and  -the  dangerous  :Me- 
thods  of  the  Government  of  that  School,  as  will  nq 
Doubt,  greatly  furprife  you,  and  fill  you  with  a  ge- 
tlerous  Concern  and  Refentrnegt ;  as  the  Difcpvery 

of  them  did  me.  ;  , 

I  remember,  ypp  once  tcrld  me,  that  thcj  ^refident 
affured  the  General  Afifembly,  at  the  Time  that  they 
firft  with- held  the  Annuity  of  loo  Lawful 
^sy  ;  that  the  then  Officers  of  the  College  could  not 
be  fupported,  if  it  was- with-held,  without  laying  high¬ 
er  Taxes  on  the  Students,  for  Tqition,  &C.  We 
all  know,  that  notwithftanding  the  College  was  re- 
prefented  as  being  fp  poor  \  the  Corporation  im¬ 
mediately  proceeded  to  introduce  a  Chaplain,  under 
the  Name  of  a  Frofeffior  (whom  they  have  fince  con¬ 
verted  into  a  College  Paflor)  and  fettled  upon  him 
a  Salary  of  loo  Lawful  Money,  per  Annum,  if  I 
am  not  mifinfprmed.—  This  furprifing  Contrail  of 
Words,  and  Addons,  together  with  the  loud  Coni- 
plaints  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Scholars,  of  the  exorbi¬ 
tant  Charges  of  their  Son’s  Education,  and  their  hea¬ 
vy  Fines  •,  raifed  my  Cpriofity  to  examine  the  Col¬ 
lege  Funds,  and  to  enquire  into  the  Taxes  on  the 
Students.  And  the  Scholar’s  frequent  Complaints 
of  their  being  fubjeded  to  an  arbitrary  Government, 
and  their  late  Infurredtions  ;  induced  me,  a  little  to 
examine  the  Laws  of  that  Society,  and  the  Method, 
apd  Genius  of  its  Government.  ^ 

The  liefuk  of  thefe  Enquiries,  and  Exarninatv- 
ons,  I  now  ky  before  you,-  — And  begin  with  an 
A  ccount  of  the  Expences  of  the  College,  and  the 
Monies  raifed  on  the  Scholars*  for  three  Year^ 
Which  (lands  thus, 


IDr.  Y  A  L  E-C  O  L  L  E  G  Ej— 

To  Salary,  and  other  contingent  Expences,  from  Sep- 
((jcmber  1755,  to  September  1758.  vit. 

.  -  *  r  .  •  ' 

To  Mr.  Prefident’s  Salary  for  three 
■  Years,  at  £■  too  Sterling  per 
Annum  (exclufive  of  other  Per- 
quifites)  which  in  Lawful  Mo¬ 
ney  is  £.  133  ^  8  per  Annum, 
makes,  -•  -  -  £■  400  00  o# 

To  Salary  of  three  Tutors,  three 

Years,  ;  ‘  -  -'  351  7  i 

To  the  Scholar  of  the  Houfe,  and 
.  Monitors,  the  fame  Term,  5  *7  4 

fThc  above  are  all  the  ftated  annual 
Salaries  of  the  College,  except  Mr. 

J)aggefs  Salary,  which  is  faid  not  to  be 

?aid  out  of  Monies  Collefted  from  the 
cholars.^  ' 

»  To  the  contingent  Charges  of  the 
’  College,  during  the  fame  Term,  t  oo  00  o4. 

Total  Expence  of  the  College  for 

'*  three  Years,  ■  -  -  -  £*  857  4  ® 

•i.  i  .  I  ■  w  4  •  -  '  ;  "  ’  . 

»  Contingent  Charges  of  the  College,  during  the  above  Term; 
are  fuch  as  thcfe,  m.  To  the  Fellows  for  Travel  toCorporrion 
Meetings,  Joiners  and  Mafons  Bills,  Expences  in  takmgLare 
of  the  College  Lands,,  Expences  on  the  Pump,  and  Well,  Candles 
for  the  College- Hall  ;  the  Amount  of  all  thefe  Expences,  I  lup- 
pofe,  is  really  but  little  more  ihan^^.  8o,  but  I  have  fixed  it, 
in  the  above  Account,  at  £.  too,  of  which  Sum,  I  anv  certain 
they  fall  fliort.  ^ < 


Centra^ 
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Contra  ------- 

By  Monies  raifed  on  the  Students,  front  September 
i  September  1758,  as  follows,  viz. 

By  Tuition  Money,  -  -  87^  5  4 

By  Study  Rent,  -  -  ^  7^  ? 

By  Cellar  Rent,^  ,  -  '  37  ^3  ^ 

By  Money  paid  for  contingent 

Charges,  -  ~  ?34  9  5 

6y  lyioney  paid  as  FineSf  172  ib  i 

^  ^  w  M*  ^  M aw  9  M  M  ^ 

£,  1296  I  * 

You  will  fee  at  firft  View,  that  the  fingle  Arti¬ 
cle  of  Tuitm  Money ^ ''  in  the  fore- mentioned  Term, 
over  balances  the  whole  Charge  of  the  College,  du-* 
ring  that  Time,  for  Prefident’s,  Tutor’s,  Scholar  of 
the  Hbufe,  and  Monitor’s  Salaries,  and  all  the  con-* 
tingent  Charges  of  the  College,  the  Sum  of  ^.11  •  o.  8; 
So  that  there  is  21.  o.  8,  tuition  Money  clears 
with  all  the  Study  and  Cellar  Rent,  contingent 
Charged,  and  Money|  raifed  by  Fines,  neat  Profit^ 
made  to  the  College  Treafury,  by  Faxes  on  the 
Students,  'during  the  aforefaid  Years  •,  all  which,; 
make  the  Sum  of  438.  16.  4.  Lawful  Money. 
Thus  the  Students  have  for  three  Years  paft,  paid 
the  whole  Salaries  of  the  Prefident,  Tutors,  Moni¬ 
tors  and  Scholar  of  the  IFoufe,  and  all  other  con¬ 
tingent  Charges  ;  without  receiving  any  Aid  from  the 
Rents  of  the  College  Lands,  which  were  generoufly  gi¬ 
ven,  no  Doubt,  with  a  View  to  leflen  the  Charge  or 
their  Parents,  in  their  Education  •,  and  befides  all  this, 

have  been  compelled  to  pay  in,  a  Balance,  in  Fa¬ 
vour 

*  You  will  doubtlefs  bcfurprifed  at  this  State  of  the  Accounts, 
and  be  ready  to  fufpeft  it  is  not  juft;  but  I  do  allure  you,  I 
cbtained  it  from  a  late  Student,  on  whofe  Knowledge  and  Vera¬ 
city  I  can  entirely  rely.  I  am  fo  fully  alTur  d  of  their  Truth, 
-that  I  will  nfc|ue  aiy  Reputation  on  the  Juftnefs  of  them. 


'  r} 


C' 

\ 


■r--' 
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vpur  of  the  College  Treafury, the  Sum  of;^.438.  i6.  4. 
Which,  the  Managers  of  the  Revenue,  are  at  Liber¬ 
ty  to  appropriate  to  any  Ufe  of  that  Society,  as  feems 
good  to  them. 

'  When  you  faw  in  the  foregoing  Account;^.  8  78.  5.  4, 
charged  on  the  Scholars  for  their  Tuition,  during 
the  Space  of  three  Years  *,  you  doubtlefs  tho’t  their 
Tuition  adually  coft  them  fo  much  :  As  doubt¬ 
lefs  their  Parents  have  always  believed,  that  what  was 
charged,  from  Time  to  Time,  in  the  garter 
for  their  Son’s  Tuition,  was,  all  of  it ^  adually  ex¬ 
pended  in  paying  the  Salaries  of  thei  r  Inftrudors  ;  * 
but  how  muft  it  furprife  you  to  find,  that  the  Mo¬ 
nies  charged  under  this  Head,  have  ferved,  not 
only  to  pay  off  the  full  Salary  of  the  Prefident,  and 
all  the  Tutors  ;  but  alfo  to  pay  the  Monitor,  and 
Scholar  of  the  Houfe,  and  all  the  contingent  Charges, 
and  to  leave  befides,  the  Sum  of;^.  21.  o.  8,  in  the 
Treafury  ?  This  Article  of  Charge  for  Tuition,  is 
manifeftly  a  fatfe^  and  unjufi  Charge.  For  it  charges, 
in  three  Years  126.  18.  o,  for  Tuition,  more  than 
their  Inftruftors  ever  received  for  that  Service.— 
And  the  Money  charged  on  the  Scholars,  for  con¬ 
tingent  Charges  of  the  College,  which  in  thefe  three 
Years,  amounts  to  £.  134.  9.  5,  feems  to  be  entirely 
a  needlefs  Burden.  For  the  furplus  tuition  Mo¬ 
ney,  is  much  more  than  enough  to  anfwer  them. 
But  if  you  appropriate  this  Article  to  defray  the 
contingent  Charges,  and  leave  the  whole  furplus  of 

the 

c 

’Tis  furely  in  vain,  that  the  Fellows  have  ordered  Quryterly 
Accounts  of  the  Scholars  Taxes  to  the  College,  to  be  lent  to 
their  Parents,  every  Article  of  Charge  being  drawn  up  under  its 
proper  Head  j  that  they  tnay  have  the  Satisfaftion  of  knowing 
what  they  pay  their  Money  for  :  If  after  all,  they  are  allowed 
to  be  taxed  for  any  given  Article,  for  Tuition,  for  Inllance, 
more  than  that  Article  amounts  to  j  and  the  Overplufs  is  fc;- 
cretlv  applied  to  Ufss,  entirclv  unknown  to  them. 
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the  Tuition  Money  in  the  Trcafury  ;  yet  it  over 
balances  what  has  been  laid  out,  during  this  Timc^ 
for  thefe  Charges,  £.  34.  9.  5,  allowing  the  con¬ 
tingent  Expences  to  be  £.  100,  which  I  am  well 
affured  is  more  than  the  Truth  of  their  Accounts. 

The  whole  Study,  and  Cellar  Rent,  for  three 
Years  pall,  appear  to  have  been  repofited  in  the 
Trcafury;  befides  the  Money  raifed  by  Fines  i  Of 
which  I  fhali  have  Occafion  to  fpeak  particularly; 
prefently. 

As  the  Balance  of  the  above  Account;  in  Fa¬ 
vour  of  the  College  Treafury,  is  16.  4.  You 

will  perhaps  afk,  Whether  the  College  has  been  actu- 
adly  enriched  fo  much  by  the  Students;  in  the  laft 
three  Years  ?  To  which  I  anfwer.  No.  And  I 
can’t  tell  you  exadlly,  how'  much  the  College  Treeifury 
has  been,  enriched  in  this  Time  ;  becaufe  I  don’t 
know  what  the  full  Rents  of  the  College  Lands, 
during  ,faid  Term,  amount  to.— We  have  been  often 
told,that  Mr.  Daggefs  Salary  (which  I  have  been  told, 
is  £.  100  L.  M.)  is  not  paid  by  the  Students,  but 
out  of  the  Rents  of  the  College  Lands,  Col.  Living- 
Slone's.,  Clark's^  and  other  Legacies  which  perhaps, 
.may  amount  to  that  Sum.  But  I  am  inclined  td 
think;  thefe  Incomes  are  not  quite,  fo  much  •  as  a 
eonfiderable  Part  of  the  College  Lands  are  not 
yet  under  Leafe.  And  by  Accident,  I  have  learned 
(notwithflanding  iChas  been  confidently  avered,  that 
the  Students  do  not  contribute  to  Mr.  Baggefs  Sup¬ 
port)  that  in  the  Year  1756,  ^.  61.  6.  8,  was  paid 
out  of  the  Money  colleded  from  the  Scholars,  to 
Mr.  Bugget.,  for  hxpeuces  of  his  Sicknefs^  refnoving  his 
Family.,  and  Fart  of  his  Salary  ;  and  that  A.D.  1757, 
£.  26.  13.  4,  was  paid  him  out  of  the  Money  raifed 
on  the  Students,  as  Fart  of  his  Salary.  I  don’t  find 
that  the  Scholars  paid  any  Thing  for  hi^  Dodors, 
•r  Nurfes  that  Year.  Nor  do  I  know  that  any  of 

-  the 
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the  Money  that  was  raifed  on  the  Students  iaft  Year? 

applied  to  his  Ule.  •  4 

'  If  you  dedud  thefe  feveral  Sums,  thus  appropriated 

to  fpecial  Ufes,  all  which  amount  to  £  88  L.M. 
out  of  the  forementioned  Ballance  in  Favour  of  the 

College  Treafury,  viz.  X*  43^- 

main/  350.  16.  4.  So  much,  I fuppofc  the  College 
has  been  enriched,  at  the  Coft  of  the  Scholars,  in 
5  Years  Time  ;  unlcfs  perhaps,  fome  of  it  has  been 
expended  in  fome  other  Services,  befides  tmr  pay¬ 
ing  all  the  publick  Salaries,  except  IVTr. 
and  all  the  contingent  Charges,  and  8  8  to  Mr. 

Da^et't.  Ufe.  *  -—A  fine  Income !  Our  College; 
moft  certainly,  was  never  in  lb  flourilhing  and  prol- 
perous  a  State,  as  it  is  at  prefent,  under  the  admi¬ 
rable  Management  of  the  worthy  Prefident.  , 

I  believe  Sir,  by  this  Time  your  Faith  fails  yod, 
and  that  you  greatly  fufpea  me  of  exaggerating 
Matters.  But  if  the  Affembly  thinks  proper  to  en¬ 
quire  into  thefe  Things,  with  careful  fifting,  I  per+ 
fume  they  will  find  Things  as  I  have  reprefented 

them.  i  i  ^ 

The  Taxes  on  the  Scholars,  have  been  greatiy  in- 

creafed,  fince  the  Government  withheld  their  loO 

Annuity  •,  if  the  Prefident  faid  true,  when  he  told 

the  Affembly,  that  the  College  could  not  fupport  her 

then  prefent  Officers,  without  that  Aid,  but  by  hig  t- 

ening  the  Taxes  on  the  Students.  And  I  thinkj 

as  Things  have  turned  out,  it  had  been  better  for 

the  Government  to  have  continued  that  ^"nuity  ; 

For  the  Managers  feem  determined  to  have  the  Mo- 

nev,  by  Hook  or  by  Crook.  Arid  fince  the  Goyern- 

•  Some  Part  of  this  remaihing^  Balance,  has  afinally  been  ci- 
•pended  in  fuch  Services  as  I  can’t  particalariie_here.  But 
I  guefs  fome  of  them  are  fuch,  that  if  the  Scholar  s  Parems  knew 
thefe  unreveale^  Myfteries,  they  would  not  be  highly  fatisht^. 
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•  ^ 

ment  refufed  to  give  it  freely,  they  have  found  Means 
to  draw  more  than  an  Equivalent  for  it,  out  ot  thu} 
Pockets  of  Gentleman  that  fend  their  Spn’s  to  Col¬ 
lege  for  Education  j  .  without  their  Confent,  or  know- 
tnlany  Thing  of  the  Matter:  And  haye  enabled 
themfelves  to  fupport  a  new  Officer  with^a  good 
Salary,  to  defray  all  dated  and  contingent  Charges, 
and  to  relieve  the  Sick;  and  lay  up  bcfide^in  ffiree 
Years  Time,  a  very  h'andfome  Sum  in  their  Trealury. 

Here  Sir,  permit  me  to  afk  you  a  few  Queftions,^ 
By  what  Right  or  Authority  do  the  Governors  ot 
our  College  tax  the  Parents  of  the  Students,  mofe 
than  is  needful  to  defray  tl\e  necelTary  Charges  of  their 
Education,  and  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  thereby  annual¬ 
ly  to  enrich  the  College  Treafury  ;  without  their 
Knowledge,  or  confent,  to  their  being  thus  charg^ 
Does  thefr  Charter,  or  any  other  Ad  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Affembly  inveft  them  with  this  Authority  ? 

I  perfume  not.  Does  the  Ad  of  Parents,  in  entering 
their  Sons  into  College,  give  them  any  fuch  Power 
over  their  Purfes,  as  that  they  may  take  Money 
from  them  under  the  Pretence  of  paying  for  their 
Son’s  Tuition,  or  of  any  other  incident  Charge, 
and  apply  it  to  the  Increafe  of  the  Riches  or  the 
College  ?  You  will  hardly  anfwer  ih  the  Affirmative. 
And  if  this  their  Authority  is  not  derived  froni  ^ 
Government,  nor  from  the  Confent,  or  any  Ad  ot 
the  Parents  of  the  Pupils  ;  I  can’t  Conceive  how 
they  came  by  it ;  except  it  naturally  refults  out  ot 
the  [uperior  Nature  of  that  Society  to  ail  other  ecc.e- 
fiaftical  Societies,  ks  it  is  a  Society  of  Mnijlers. 
fides,  if  they  have  a  Right  to  enrich  the  College,  by 
Taxes  on  the  Scholars,  f.  lo  per  Annum,  why 
hot  a  f.  100,  or  any  Sum  that  they  pleafe,  pr^ided 
the  Scholar’s  Parents  are  able  to  pay  it  r  And  it 
they  may  iuftiy  tax  them,  in  the  Compafs  of  three 
Years;  f.  iz6.  i8.  o,  for  their  Son’s  Tuition,  more 


r 
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dian  their  Inllruftcrs  receive  for  that  Service,  ('whith 
has  in  Fad  been  done,  as  you  fee  by  the  preceding 
Account)  and  lay  it  up  to  enrich  the  Society,  or  ex¬ 
pend  it  in  any  other  Services,  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Society  or  her  Governors,  without  their  Knowledge 
or  Cdnfent  *,  why  may  they  not  as  juftly  tax  therii 
£.  500  in  the  fame  Way,  if  they  judge  it  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  College  ?  Xhefe  Qpeflions  Sir,  are 
very  interefting  and  important',  and  highly  deferve 

your  ferious  Confideration. 

Suffer  me  now  Sir,  to  turn  your  Eye  back  on  th^ 
Article  of  Fines,  By  the  above  Account  you  fee^ 
that  in  three  Years  Time,  £.172.  16.  i.  Lawful  Mo^ 

■ney,  was  collcded  from  the  Scholars,  hy  Fines.  Thts 
is  indeed  a  heavy  Tax  on  the  Sins  of  the  Children  , 
and  but  illy  agrees  with  the  Charader  that  has  been 
given  tis  of  the  College,  as  greatly  reformed  in  their 
Morals,  fince  their  being  feperated  to  Mr.  Faggefz 
Miniftry.  I  prefume  there  has  not  been  more  Mo¬ 
ney  paid  into  all  the  County  Treafuries  in  the  Co¬ 
lony,  during  the  fame  Time,-  for  the  Tranfgreffions 
of  all  the  penal  Laws  of  the  Government,  by  all 
his  Majefty’s  Subjeds.  Such  an  exorbitant  Cof- 
ledion  by  Fines,  tempts  one  to  fufped,  that  they 
have  got  together  a  moil  diforderly  Set  of  young 
Fellows,  training  up  for  the  Service  of  the  Churches  % 
or  that  they  are  governed  and  correded  chiefly  by 
pecuniary  Punilliments,  that  almoft  ail  Sins  in  that 
Society  arc  purged  and  attoned  for  by  Money.  Cer¬ 
tainly  Sir,  they  here  make  a  great  Profit  by  the 
Sins  of  the  People  ^  and  the  Wickednefs  of  the  Stu¬ 
dents,  is  greatly  to  the  Edification  of  the  Church. 
I  can’t  but  think  Sir,  that  dealing  fo  very  liberally 
in  Fines,  is  a  very  great  and  dangerous  Corruption 
in  the  Government  of  our  College.  If  their  Laws 
warrant  it,  I  think  they  are  very  illy  contiived.  If 

the  Fines  are  in  great  Part  arbitrary  and  illegal,  as 

many 
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(•  <5i-iuknts  have  often  compiained  that 
T'\l  f  is  appears  to  me 

thaf  in  the  Government  of  fuch  a  boa 

College  is,  pecuniary  that  for 

fparingly  ufed,  or  rather  not  at  all.  Ana 

thefe  Reafons,  _  on  the  Perfons 

.t  Th,re  .,1  of 

of  the  Offenders  (*"  Students  the 

them  Minors;  but  on  thei  p^-rabble  thro’  the 

moll  Part,  of  their  Son’s  Educatiop. 

other  necelTary  Charg  -  v  j„rhome,andeat- 

^d^ofciSneif  Mth  their  Families,  in 
mg  the  Bread  fg^,eral  Qtiotas  towards  the 

Order  to  furniUi  their  leterai  Vj,  Salaries,  and 

Payment  ^f  the  College  •,  is  it  not 

other  contingent  Ch  «  Tranfgreffion  of 

cruelly  hard,  ® .  V,  rnuiaed,  and  their 

their  Sons,  they  ou  Atonement  for 

f  Ho'w  "ud/S  hL.o=  .,d  U»i 

wo"d  it  be  in  .heir  1"*“*°  for“tn?°o''.»to™. 

ftead  of  thus  exaiSting  Money  ^  Reafon, 

to  convince  and  reclamv  Jroot  •,  and 

Counfel,  and  paternal  ^  Parents  might 

then  pardon  their  Faults.  ^  maintain’d 

furely  expeft  this  of  *=01,  fi  ~  7 

at  thetr  Expend  .  And  ^  ^  of  a  religtous 

much  better  become  the 

Society,  in  the  Hands  o  oui  j^^''  y“  f  their  Parents, 

to  be  perpetually  f  f '"S  “"'Jf  “heir  Charge, 
for  the  Offences  of  the  ChJdien  ol  tn  °  , 

adly.  This  Pradice  of  P^'-^ng  by  x 

Place  chieHy  where  there  is  th. 

working  a  Refoimatiom  f  jent  Offenders 

Extravagant,  are  by  lar  Ui  And  takbng 

againlk  the  good  Laws  ot  the  ,  o  ' 
their  Father’s  Money,  fron 


-nm  me  nil  on 
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oF  their  Tranfgrefiions,  has  certainly  no  very 
powerful  Tendency  to  awaken  them  to  wife  and 
lerious  Refle<5tions,(I  believe  it  much  more  frequently 
awakens  Refentment  again  ft  their  Governors)  nor  is 
it  wifely  adapted  to  reform  their  Manners,  and  pre¬ 
vent  their  offending  for  the  future.  For  being  un¬ 
careful  of  their  Money,  they  fpend  prodigally  them- 
felves ;  and  therefore  will  not  much  lay  it  to  Heart, 
jf  their  Frolicks,  and  wild  Sallies  of  Diforder  arc 
made  to  coft  them  a  little  more,  by  way  of  Fine. 
And  this'  Confideration,  I  fhould  think,  ought  to 
induce  their  Governors  to  contrive  fome  other  Me¬ 
thod  of  punifhing  their  Diforders,  than  by  tines  ;  if 
it  was  only  out  of  Compaffion  to  their  Parents  ; 
who  have'  enough  to  do,  to  fupport  their  excelTive 
Expences,  without  being  loaded  down  with  Fines. 

'  3dly.  This  Way  of  punifhing  the  Children  of  the 
College,  has  but  little  Tendency,  at  beft,  to  better 
their  Hearts,  and  reform  their  Manners  j  and  as  it 
is  too  often  managed,  tends  to  corrupt  their  Morals. 
Pecuniary  Punifhments  tend  to  reform  them,  only 
as  they  touch  their  Shame,  their  Covetoufnefs,  or 
their  Neceflity.  If  they  are  frequently  ufed,  for  every 
little  Offence,  they  ceafe  to  be  difhonourable  in  their 
Eyes.  '  This,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  is  very  much 
the  Cafe  at  prefent. '  Our  Scholars  no  longer  efteem 
it  a  Reproach  to  be  fined.  'And  few  of  them,  at  the 
Age  in  which  they  pafs  through  College,  are  much 
govern’d  by  the  Love  of  Money ;  and  fo  will  not 
be  mightily  reftrained  from  offending,  merely  by 
the  Fear  of  lofing  a  little  Money.  But  if  they 
were,  this  Method  of  corre6ling  their  Faults,  is  only 
calling  out  one  Devil  by  the  Flelp  of  another,  and 
reftraining  one  Vice  by  the  Means  of  another  ;  which 
but  illy  anfwers  the  Purpofe  of  mending  the  Heart. -- 
If  indeed  any  of  the  Scholars  are  poor,  and  ftraitened 
for  Money  to  furnifh  Necelfaries,  as  fome  perhaps 
■  ‘  •  are 
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are  •  the  Fear  of  a  Fine  will,  in  this  Cafe.  Imvc  a 
Verv  confiderable  Influence  in  reftraming  from  Tranf- 

B„  this  c«r*..no;, 

Governors  extremely  flow  m 

Punifliment  on  them  •,  purely  out  of  Compaffion  to 
their  Poverty  •,  and  it  certamly  will,  if  they  have 
the  Spirit  of  Fathers  to  the  Children  of  their  Charge, 
And  if  "hey  have  not  this  Spirit,  they  are  very  un- 

"  MoleolfplcJntay  Pu,i<hmeots,  if  ttey  g«a.l, 
ab^nd,  have  a  very  unhappy  Tendency  to  corrupt 
Jhe  Morals  of  the  Scholars.  If  they  are  fined 
freauently,  for  every  light  Offence,  and  often  with¬ 
out^  Meagre  or  Mercy  •,  and  when  they  apply  to 
their  Governors  to  have  their  Fines  taken  off,  of¬ 
fering  reafonable  Pleas  in  their  Juflification,  m  fome 
CafeEwherein  their  Aftions  have  been  mifapprehend- 
ed  at  firfl: ;  or  proper  Submilflon  and  Teftirnomes  of 
Wntanc;  in^^otLrs,  wherein  they  have  been  re¬ 
ally  Bl^me-worthy  i  if  they  rarely  meet  with  Suecels , 
thefe  Things  powerfully  tend  to  lead  them  m  fu - 
pet  Ltfhe/  are  no^  fined  fo  much  from  any  juft 
?Iatred  their  Governors  bear  to  their  Cnme^’ 

Oefire  of  their  Good  as  from  a  covetous  luffing 
after  their  Money,  or  from  Ill-will  to  their 
And  when  once  they  are  thrown  into  this  ^  Way  of 
thinking  of  their  Governors,  how  groundless  foever 
their  Jealoufies  may  be,  they  will  foon  come,  he  r- 
tily  J  defpife  and  hate  them.  And  ^ 

ti’  SoS  .h<m.-And  beMjs,  .Kdr 
for  the  hard  Meafures  which  they 
been  meted  out  to  them,  and  p'°“ 

which  naturally  rifes  out  of  them,  to  the  Per- 
fons  of  their  Governors,  will  very  probably  pro- 

Te  new  Tranfgreflions,  and  difpofe  them_  to  con¬ 
temn  their  Authority,  and  run  headlong  in 


C  >4  ) 

I 

mults  and  Infurreftions.— If  I  have  not  been  greatly 
mifmformed,  this  has  been  in  a  forrowful  Degree,  the 
Temper  of  our  Scholars,  of  late  Years.  And  I 
leave  it  with  you  to  confider,  whether;^.  172-16-1 
L.  Money  could  have  been  raifed  on  them,  by 
Fines,  in  the  Space  of  three  Years  without  pro¬ 
ducing  fuch  Effedts.  Ifinflead  of  this  Practice  of 
fining  on  every  Occafion,  the  Governors  of  the 
Students,  when  they  commit  Offences  againfl  the 
Laws,  would  addrefs  themfelves  to  their  Rcafon, 
Confcience,  and  natural  Senfe  of  Honour  and  Shame; 
exhort,  admonifli  and  reprove  them,  with  a  v/ife 
Mixture  of  Authority  and  Love,  and  fatherly  Ten- 
dernefs  and  Compalfion  ;  there  can  be  no  Doubt, 
but  their  Government  would  be  abundantly  more 
revered,  and  honour’d,  their  Laws  better  ofcrved, 
and  the  Scholars  much  more  difpofed  to  Virtue,  and 
all  due  Obedience.  The  late  Prefident  Burr,  as  I 
have  been  credibly  informed,  made  very  little,  and 
cautious  Ufe  of  Fines,  in  the  Government  of  his 
College.  But  on  Occafion  of  Tranfgreffions,  took 
the  more  humane  and  Gofpel  Methods  of  private, 
and  fome  Times,  as  the  Cafe  required,  publick  Ad- 
rnonition,  Exhortation  and  Reproof  ;  prudently  uni¬ 
ting  Authority  with  the  perfuafive  Influence  of  Rea- 
ion  and  Love,  and  a  flowing  Compaffion  for .  the 
Perfons  of  the  Offenders.  And  in  this  Method  he 
happily  fuccecded  ;  feldom  having  Occafion  to  pror 
ceed  to  Extremities,  and  often  reaping  the  joyful 
Fruits  of  an  ingenuous  Shame  and  Repentance,  in 

Thofe  that  had  offended. - But  this  Way  of  chafliz- 

ing  Offenders  by  pecuniary  Punifhments,  is  fo  much 
the  Spirit  of  our  College  Laws,  and  Genius  of  thepre- 
fent  Government;  and  fo  very  confiderable  a  Revenue 
arifes  therefrom,  to  the  College  Treafuiy  *,  that  I 
fufpe6l  it  will  be  no  very  eafy  Matter  to  reformi.  this 
Corruption.  ' 


Suffer 


(  ^5 


■> 

J 


CnfP-r  me  next  Sir,  to  turn  your  Thoughts  on  thti 
AffafoftheProfeffor’s,  or  College  Paftor's  Support. 

are  confidently  told  from  to  T,me  th  ^ 

he  is  not  fupported  at  the  Expence  of  the  Students. 
Rut  this  is  a  mere  Rattle,  fuch  as  iNurfes  ufe  tp 
Siver  the  Thoughts  of  little  Children,  and  flop  their 
c  vS  The  plain  Truth  is  this,  Col.  Uvmgjion  s, 

and  fome  othe?  private  f 

nofelv  for  a  Profeffor’s  Support.  So  far  as  the  In 

of  go  .o.«d>  to  ®“ps"  » 

Srholars  are  not  the  more  burdened  with  i  axes  on 
his  Account.  But  thefe  furnifh  but  a  fmall  1  art  of 
his  Salary.— The  College  Lands  given  by  the  Go- 

TOoment, "colf ego  So”  but 
SS“".lly!»  'te“e’„f  the  cSlkgc  wltb  . 

lenerous  and  \ind  Defign,  to  leffen  the  Expence 
ofa  College  Education,  to  all  in  general  that  fliould 
End  their  Sons  there  •,  and  to  render  it  more  eaf.ly  at¬ 
tainable  by  Perfons  of  moderate  Circumllances,  and 
o  to  encourage  Learning.  The /ents  ot  theL  Land 

therefore,  ou|ht  to  be  applied  to  leffen  tte^3 

on  the  Scholars,  as  tar  as  'if  f  ^  . 

pofe  the  annual  Rents  to  amount  to  £.  bo 
This,  if  the  College  had  no  Profeffor  or  P^ftor  to 
mmhipain  would  naturally  be  applyed  towards  the 
Payment  of  the  Prcfident’s  and  Tutor’s  Salaries. 
fo  the  Scholars  would  be  eafed  of  a  L-  y  • 
Put  as  the  Governors  have  introduced  a  Profeffor, 
®  d  appropflcl  thofe  Rents  to  his  Support  •,  the 
Scholars  am  neceflarily  taxed  X-  6o  ™^e  to  n  ake 
good  the  other  Salaries,  tnan  they  if  they 

had  no  Profeffor.  So  much  therefore,  as  tiw  Collet- 

Lands  which  are  appropriated  to  the 
nort  rent  for  annually,  fo  much  are  the  hcbola  s 
Lxed  per  Annum  on  his  Account,  in  all  reafonable 
Conftimaion.  And  all  the  Compenfation  they  have 


(  ; 

for  it,  is  the  fuperior  Advantage  that  they  enjoy  iri 
their  Education,  from  his  Adminiftrations,  beyond 
what  they  might  have  if  that  Office  was  vacant.  And 
whether  the  Advantage  balances  the  Charge,  is  great** 
iy  queftioned  by  Many.  Undoubtedly  they  might  be 
as  well,  or  better  inftrudted  on  the  Sabbath,  in  the 
Parifh-Church,  as  they  are  in  the  feparate  Meeting  iri 
the  College-Hall.  ’Tis  true,  the  Governors  of  the 
College  have  Power,  by  Charter  to  appoint  a  Profef- 
for  ;  and  that  they  themfeives  are  the  proper  Judges, 
when  fuch  an  Officer  is  needful.  But  then  this  gives 
them  no  Right,  under  Pretence  of  eftablifhing  a 
Profeffor  of  Divinity,  to  introduce  a  College-Paftor ; 
to  turn  Schools  into  Churches,  and  force  the  Col¬ 
lege  into  a  Separation  frdm  the  Church,  In  which 
fhe  ought  to  communicate  in  the  Ordinances  of  pub^ 
lick  Worfhip.  And  befides,  Gentlemen  ought  td 
be  fo  honeft  and  above-board,  as  to  acknowledge 
the  Truth  *,  and  that  the  Profejfor's  or  PaJloPs  Salary, 
is  raifed  alitioft  wholly  at  the  Expence  of  the  Scho¬ 
lars.  And  fince  Gentlemen  who  fend  their  Sons  to 
Colle’ge,  are  obliged  to  maintain  their  Minifter,  iii 
fo  great  a  Mcafure  ^  they  ought  to  let  them  know  it, 
and  have  the  Honour  of  it and  not  fill  them  with 
a  vain  Conceit,  that  their  Sons  enjoy  the  Benefit  of 
their  Profeffor’s  and  Pallor’s  Labours,  gratis. 

Will  you  give  me  Leave  Sir,  in  the  next  Place 
to  remark  a  few  Things  to  you,  relating  to  the  Lav/s 
of  the  College,  the  Genius  and  Spirit  of  its  Con- 
ftitution  of  Government,  and  fome  of  the  late  Ad- 
miniftrations  of  it  ? 

And  I  obferve  that  the  College  Laws  very 
tnuch  abound  with  pecuniary  Saniftions  ;  a  great  deal 
too  much,  I  Ihould  think,  for  the  Health  of  luch 
a  Society  *,  in  which,  almoft  all  the  Governed  are  Mi¬ 
nors.  Of  this,  the  prodigious  Suin,  collected  of  them 
by  Fines,  the  laft  three  Years,  may  ferve  as  Evi¬ 
dence  ; 
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dcrice  iinlefs  it  be  granted  that  a  great  Part  of  it 
was  raifed  by  illegal  Exaftions  ;  A  larger  bum  than 
fome  of  our  Clergy  have  received  frpm  their  1  eople 
bv  Way  of  Salary, ,  during  the  lame  Time,  nut  .1 
have  faid  fo  much  of  this  Matter  above^  that  I  need 
not  enlarge  here.— Only  one  Thing  I  muft  remark, 

Viz  That  by  the  Laws  of  the  College,  the  Scholars 
have  no  Liberty  of  Appeal  from  the  Judgment  af. 
the  Prefident  and  Tutors,  to  the  Fellows,  m  Ca.ie 
of  their  fuffering  pecuniary  l^umniments,  how  lUe.- 
eally  foeyer  they  are  punilhed  s  but  are  left  in  their 
Hands  without  Remedy.  And  even  when  ° 

the  Fellows,  at  a  Corporation  Meeting,  a  httle^lur- 
nrifed  at  the  greatnefs  of  the  Sum  gathered  by  Fines, 
allced  what  Crimes  the  Scholars  had,  committed, 
that  the  Fines  amounted  to  fo  much  f  they  could  not 
be  informed  only,  that  they  were  fined  o  muc  i 
hi  tH  Prefident  and  'Tutors  of  Tale-Lollege.  ^ 

Secondly,  I  remark  that  the  Conftitution  and  Geni¬ 
us  of  the  College  Government;  is  in.  a  great  Degre^ 
foversio-n.  Ind'eed  a  Government  over  Minors  miiit 
of  Nereffity  be  conliderably  fo  but  this  ieems  to  bs 
more  fo  than  is  prudent  or  fafe.  By  the  Laws  o' 
the  College,  (fee  Tit.  iv.  Sect.  2i.)  the,  Piefident 
himfelf,  has  a  Power  in  fome  Cafes,  ot  m.aking  and 
eftablilhing  Laws  at  Difcretion.  Such  a  Delegation 
of  the  Legifiative  Authority,  by  a.  lubordinate,  ii- 
mitted  Legifiative  Body,  to  a  fingle  Perlon,  and  to 
the  Perfon  too^  who  i  exercifes  the  principal  Execu¬ 
tive  Authority  in  the  Community ;  is  a  moi.firous 
Abfurdity  in  Politicks,  and  the  lureft  Founua.mn 
in  the  World,  for  a  tyrannical  Adminiftration.  NO 
Government  that  has  any  Senfe,  of  Liberty,  any  Drea 
ef  Tyranny,  will  ever  truft  the  legiflaiave  and  execu¬ 
tive  Authority  in  the  fame  Hands.  And  befiues, 
this  Delegation  of  a  legifiative  Power  by  the  Co.po- 
rarion  to  the  PrefidenB,  is  tiperfeSl  hullity  ;  and  aT 

p  lUQ 
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the  Laws  that  he  makes  by  Virtue  of  it,  arc  without 
Force,  mere  arbitrary  and  lawlefs  Orders.  For  tho’  it 
be  true,  that  the  Corporation  is  invefted  with  a  legtjla- 
five  Authority  over  the  Students,  by  the  Government ; 
yet  thev  are  not  authorized  to  delegate  any  Part  of 
this  Power  to  the  Prefident,  or  any  other  Man. 

Again,  Tit.  xi.  Sed.  2.  The  executive  Power  of 
this  College,  is  principally  in  the  Hands  of  the  Pre¬ 
fident  ;  who  by  his  Authority,may  command,;goverii 
and  dired  the  College,,  and  all  the  Affairs  that  re- 
fped  it ;  alfo  all  the  Students,- as  well  Graduates  as 
Undergraduates,  according  to  the  Laws,  Rules,  and 
Statutes  eftablifhed  by  the  Prefident  and  Fellows  ; 
and  where  they  are  wanting,  by  the  ancient  and  written 
Cuftoms  of  the  College  and  where  thefe  are  wanting, 
according  to  his  own  Judgment  and  Will,  {po  Judicio 
et  Arbitrio)  That  is.  He  is  be  to  a  Law  to  himfelf ;  and 
to  govern,  command  and  dired,  in  fuch  Cafes,  with¬ 
out  Law,  as  feems  Good  in  his  own  Eyes.  Sic  V olo^ftc 
Jubeo^  So  I  will,  fol  command  and  ordain.  This  fo- 
vereign,  governing  Power  may  very  eaffly  be  abufed, 
in  the  Hands  of  a  felf- willed,  arbitrary  Man. 

nirdly^  I  lhall  next  remark  fome  late  Inftances, 
wherein  the  Exercife  of  the  PrefidenPs  Authority 
has  been  carried  to  a  great  Excefs,  and  his.  Preroga¬ 
tives  ftrained  very  far.  He  has  degraded,  and  even 
expelled  fome  of  the  Students,  for  Crimes,  to  which 
only  a  pecuniary  Punifhment  is  due,  by  the  College 
Laws ;  as  may  be  inftanced  in  the  Cafe  of  AJhly^ 
Gardiner^  and  Lambert. 

As  Gaming  with  Cards  is  of  pernicious  Tendency, 
’tis  flridly  prohibited  by  the  College  Laws.  And 
in  Cafe  any  Student  tranfgreffcs  in  this  Matter,  he 
is  made  liable,  by  the  Law,  for  the  firft  Offence, 
to  fuffer  a  Fine  of  2J.  and  6d.  for  the  fecond,  to  be 
fined  55.  and  to  be  degraded,  and  for  the  third,  to 
be  expelled.  Now  there  were  three  Students  ot  the 
Frefhman’s  Clafs,  who  were  guilty  of  playing  Cards, 
the  lad:  Year  ;  though  it  was  their  firft  Offence  of 

that 
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chat  Kind,  yet  the  good  Prefident  in  the  Plenitude 
of  his  Power,  fined  two  of  them  40  Shillings  each, 
and  the  third,  becaufe  he  informed  againft  him- 
felf,  was  fo  far  favoured,  as  to  efcape  with  a  Fine  of 
20s.  Befides  this,  he  fuipended,  or  as  they  term  it, 
Tujiiccited  them  about  two  Months,  and  ordered  them 
this  Year,  to  lit  with  the  Frefhmen  fix  Weeks,  and 
to  go  with  their  Hats  off  in  the  College-Yard,  the 
fame  Time,  and  then  to  make  ConfclTions  in  the 
College-Hall,  f  Your  Charity  doubdels  fuggefts 
to  you,  that  when  the  good  Gentleman’s  firft  Heat 
of  Zeal  againft  their  Sin  was  a  little  tempered  down, 
he  remitted  to  them  aJil  that  Part  of  their  Fines, 
which  was  above  the  Taw.  No  fuch  ^hing.  The 
Money  was  all  paid,  to  a  Farthing.  And  is,  I 
fuppofe,  now  in  the  Prefident’s  keeping,  for  the  Ufe 
of  the  College  who  is  Cafli -keeper  for  the  College, 
without  fuftaining  the  Office  of  Treafurer.  A  good¬ 
ly  Sum  this,  which  their  Crime  was  valued  at, 

5-0-0  L.  M.  for  that,  for  which  the  Law  de¬ 
manded  but  yr.  and.  6d.  for  the  firft  Oftence,  0 
-poru  I  0  Mores  ! 

And  can  you  wonder  Sir,  after  all  thefe  Things, 
that  there  has  been  of  late  Years,  luch  loud  Mur¬ 
muring  and  Complaints  of  the  Scholars  againft  the 
College  Government,  fpread  abroad  by  them,  into 
all  Parts  of  the  Colony  ;  fo  frequent  Tumults  and 
Infurreffions,  and  fo  great  Complaints  by  their  Go¬ 
vernors,  of  their  untoward,  and  ungovernable  Tem¬ 
pers  ?  Oppreffion  will  make  a  wife  Man  mad^  how 
much  more,  a  Company  of  unw'ife  and  giddy  Toiiih? 
I  do  not  fpeak  this  by  Way  of  juftifying  their  con- 

C  2  temptuous 

■f  I  ihoulcl  have  thought,  if  the  Prefident  did  not  look  upon 
himfeU  reHridled  by  the  Laws  of  the  College,  in  punilhing  thti*-. 
Oifenders,  he  w©uld  have  had  the  Modefly,  not  to  have  infilled 
on  the  Children  of  his  charge,  a  Sum  more  than  double  wh.U 
the  Laws  of  the  Government  inflidis  on  the  mott  hardened  Otten- 
der  for  the  fame  Crime. 


J 


(  20  ) 

tcmptuoiis  rebellious  Behsvioui  towBrds  tne  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  College.  They  have  doubtlefs  been 
.^rcatly  to  blame.  For  thofe  that  are  under  Tutors 
and  Governors,  fhoiild  be  in  due  Subjedtion,  not  only 
to  the  Good  and  Gentle,  but  alfo  to  iht  Froward. 
Fathers  alfo,  fhould  be  carelul  not  to  provoke  their. 
Children  to  Wrath,  left  they  be  difeouraged,  and 

Mafters  forbear  threatening. 

You  well  know  Sir,  that  the  General  Affembly, 
has  placed  our  lov/er  Schools,  under  the  Care 
and  Inipcftion  of  the  Sekft-men,  and  civil  Autho¬ 
rity  of  the  feveral  Towns,  and  made  them  the  Vi- 
fitors;  and  have  prudently  referved  to  themfelves, 
the  Power  of  infpedfing  and  viliting  the  College  j  1 
don’t  defire  a  Hair  of  the  Heads,  of  any  of  the 
worthy  Gentlemen,  who  have  been  concerned  in  the 
late  Adminiftration  of  the  Affairs  of  the  College, 
ftiould  fall  to  the  Ground  •,  but  I  believe  Sir,  you 
think  fome  of  thefe  Things  above-mentioned,  de- 
ferve  to  be  ferioufty  enquired  into,  by  the  General 
Affembly  •,  who  alone  have  a  Right  to  vifit  and  cor- 
redb  what  they  find  needs  Amendment.  And  I 
Ihould  heartily  rejoice  for  the  College’s  Sake,  and  for 
the  Government’s  Sake,  to  fee  thofe  Corruptions,^ 
which  have  unhappily  crept  into  the  Government  of 
that  School,  remov’d-,  and  a  Spirit  of  Equity  and 
Liberty,  and  of  Moderation  in  the  Exercue  of  the 
Power  of  the  Rod  and  the  Purfe,  prevail,  and  govern 
there  again,  as  in  former  Days  ;  for  I  am  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  if  the  prefent  Diforders,  in  thefe  Things 
are  not  reformed,  but  fuffered  to  continue  and  m- 
creafeffor  it  is  the  Nature  of  all  Corruptions  in 
Government,  to  wax  worfe  and  worfe,  ’nil  proper 
Remedies  are  apply’d)  that  in  the  End,  they  wid 

render  our  College,  once  our  Glory  and  Joy,  per- 
{eSth  infa-meus  and  contemptible  m  the  Eyes  of  all 
Mankind  ;  and  thereby  Gentlemen  be  quite  dif- 
courat^ed  from  fending  their  Sons  there  for  liduca- 
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lion.  Befides,  training  up  Youth  that  are  defigned 

for  public  Services;  under  a .  covetous  ani  ar- 

britrary  Government,  has  too  dangerous  an  lr>?'-'ence 
on  their  Morals  to-  be  willingly  fuffered  and  tends 
to  give  them  an  unhappy  Bent  to  Covetoufneft  a^nd 
Tyranny,.  Qiialifications  but  illy  fiuted  to  the  Oi,  - 

of  Clergymen  or  c  n, 

Thus  Sir,  I  haye  completed  what  I  at pro¬ 
pos’d,  and  leave -  you  to  make  your  own  Reflebtwns 
f hereon,  and  fuch  Improvement  thereof,  as  you  lhall 
think  proper  .-  Should  you  fuffer  thcdame  to  fee  the 
Light,  I  expeft  nothing  Ihort  of.  mgmatiKd 

by  the  Prcfident,  as  an  Armmiany^.'^aylonfi-,  a 

;  -t  -I  -  '  ' 

+As  there  has  in  fact,  been  no  attempt  tt.a<ie  . in  thefe 

nor  any  fchemes  formed  by  any,  party .  amftng.  u  to 

the  C^r/TOOT/fir^  conditution  of  our  college,  occhurch  .  ,  _  ■ 

ter  tiece  of  minifierial  folks  alarm  the  co.ony,  with  an  .pp 
henC,  fha”  our  calvfmSi^k  faith  is  in  --nent  dang^ 
powerful  partv,  combined  together  for  ,ts 
^ith  jealLr.es  .of  one  another,  as  has  been 

and  thereby  to  prepare  us  to  approve  ‘‘"‘i  f“PP“;,  by 

Hinarv  mearures  that  have  been  t^ken,  and  are  carryi  o  ^ 

ou‘r  Church  /V//Vrr/«*r,under  a?«rr«reof  fupport.ng  C«ferey//r,  and, 

Te  rLgdown  thofe- whom,  they  would  rep, refent  as  Wr  t  apd 
under L  coooer  W  thk,\o  agrandize  the.r  ow"  F-wer  and  ^ve 
ffiemfelvcs  due  weight  in  all  our  affairs,  both  oiwl 
fn  increase  rheir  nopular  inflasnee,  and  bring  the  pe-opl^  to  it,.  . 
hera^tious  viUl  under  a  notion  of 

fo  by  this  means  exercif.ng  a  fort  of  dominion  over  'iro  ^ody  o  the 
,  onH  rmn'i-’r>T  their  influence  among  the  people  at  tneir 

Su’re  an"  fo  a'fecrer:,nperceived  powL,  dired  and  govern 

he  b.-e/of  the  freemen,  and  keep  the  magirtrates  m  due  W 

iLdeuce,  and  fo  caufe  the  ff.rri  to  help  rh<= ^ 

State,  to  lerve  the  Church,  and  bow  i%„SLn 

rinns  is  fuch  influence  to  an  ambitious  mind  !  Indv-.d  i  euceiu, 

our  Calviuilliek  conllitution,  to  '““Lfoetm  be 

not  fo  much  Irom  its  open  enemies, as  from  thofe  th.,t  p 

ureS  fViends  ;  for  thev  take  fuch  meafures  to  compafs  the.r 

reli|ous  and  political  dcfigns,  and  fo  overaa  the 
veal  fo*-  orthodoxv,  thirll  of  power, love  of  money,  hatred  oiev^o  , 
i’l  will  to  the  perfons  of  thofe  that  Hand  in  their  way,  b..nd- 
ed  titi. 'r,  I  fafpcf>.  by  and  by  cannot  fail  to  caufe  a  genc.l 
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of  no  Religion  ;  or  what  is  not  much  better,  that  lam 
of  the  New-Scheme  of  Religion^  of  which  he  has  gi¬ 
ven  us  a  Specimen,  in  his  Vindication  of  the  Do^rines 
pf  the  New- England  Churches  s  but  fuch  invidious,  and 

unjuft 

alarm,  and  raifejealoufies  of  them  in  the  minds  of  people  ;  and 
and  when  they  once  perceive,  that  zeal  for  orthodoxy,  has  been 
made  the  inftrument  of  ferving  ambitious  and  covetous  defigns  j 
and  that  the  great  patrons,  and  moil  zealous  fupporters  of  ortho¬ 
doxy,  very  well  underftand  the  art  of  making  gain  by  godlinejs^ 
and  are  as  well  practiced  in  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  as  the  bell 
Statejman  of  them  all  ;  they  will  be  greatly  difgulled,  and  in  immi¬ 
nent  danger  of  taking  up  a  diflike  to  Calvinifm  itfelf,  when  they 
fee  it  made  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  its  greateil  patrons  ;  (for  this 
reafon,  if  I  wiihed  the  ruin  of  our  conilitution,  I  ihould  by  no 
means  oppofe  their  meafures,  as  yet)  and  then,  if  thofe  who  are 
now  ftigmatized  with  the  name  of  Jrntinians,  don’t  ftep  in  to  fave 
the  finking  caufe  of  truth  and  liberty  i  we  may  reafonably  expeft 
to  fee  new  fehemes  of  divinity  formed  in  earneil. 

Doth  not  the  late  affair  at  Wallingford^  afford  convincing  proof 
pf  an  undue  third  of  power  and  dominion,  prevailing  in  thele 
times  ?  Was  it  not  fomething  fingular  and  alTuming,  and  expref- 
five  of  fuch  a  temper,  in  the  Great  Man^  that  undertook  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  one  of  the  members  of  the  council  there,  to  direct  the  faid 
council,  as  to  what  judgment  it  was  proper  for  them  to  make  up, 
iho’  he  was  at  a  dillance,  and  had  not  the  opportunity  to  hear 
the  pleas  of  the  parties  ?  And  was  it  not  fomething  drange,  that; 
any  members  of  the  court,  diould  infid  upon  this  letter's  being 
read  in  the  council  ?  And  doth  not  the  fame  temper  evidently  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  council  themfelves  ?  who  when  the  chiirch  by  their 
committee,  defired  them  when  convened  at  Wallingford^  to  fend 
fome  of  their  members  as  Peace-makers^  to  conciliate  matters ;  and 
when  Mr.  offered  to  make  a  publick  vindication  of  him- 

felf,  in  the  audience  of  the  revd.  elders  and  meffengers,  and  of 
all  chridians  who  defired  to  attend,  with  refped  to  the  complaint 
made  againd  him,  with  regard  to  his  foundnefs  in  the  faith  of 
the  gofpel;  but  as  the  church  and  Mr.  Dana  had  denied  the  ju- 
lifdidion  of  the  confociation,  they  would  by  no  means  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon,  to  officiate  as  peace  makers  among  them;  neither 
would  they  permit  Mr.  Dana  to  appear  before  them,  to  give  them 
>  ’  fatisfa£lion  as  to  his  orthodoxy,  nor  even  read  the  confefilon  of 

\  his  faith,  which  he  fent  in  to  them, . no,  by  no  means,  unleis 

the  church  and  Mr.  Dana  acknowledged  them,  as  an  authoritatinje 
ecclefaftical  council  \  They  would  not  dived  themfelves  of  their  Pan- 
iifcalia^  T-or  endeavour  to  prcir*Pt€  peace  among  them  :  Are  thefe 

ihe 
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unjuft  Reflections,  by*  being  thrown  out  fo  freely 
and  frequently  ;  have  in  fome  Meafure  loft  their  in¬ 
tended  Efficacy  on  the  more  thinking  Part  of  Man¬ 
kind,  and  I  can  affure  you,  they  will  by  no  Means 

ruffle  or  difeompofe  my  Mind  :  I  may  not  add,  but 
only  that  I  am. 

Deaf  SIR, 


Tour  fincere  Friend^ 

"'f 

tind  'moji  obliged^  humble  Servant , 

t 

A  Lo  ver  of  Truth  and  his  Country^,* 


# 


Ihe  amhajfadon  of  the  FRlNci  of  PEACE  ?  Allowing  the  church 
were  under  a  miftake,  in  denying  the  jurifdiftion  of  that  confoci- 
ation,  I  think  it  mnft  be  allowed  a  very  pardonable  error  j  as  it 
was  the/ry?  confodation  that  ever  prefumed,  to  interpofe  iri  the  or¬ 
dination  of  a  candidate,  regularly  called  and  chofen  by  a  fociety.- 
---It  appears  to  me,  they  would  better  have  anfwered  their  cha- 
radler,  in  meeknels  to  have  recovered  thofe  who  oppofe  them- 
felves,  and  not  fo  freely  to  have  dealt  out  their  ANATHEMAS^  to 
tut  off  a  whole  church  from  the  communion  of  the  faints. 


T’o  the  Reader. 


J-  ; 


'HE  Author  of  the  foregoing  Letter, 

heino  neither  ieftrout  of  Applau/e  from 

t  Fritndt,  nor  mnmfly  coneerned  toa-ooti 
;  Rcfentment  of  hit  Enemm,yet  thoug^ot 

^  .  J-  y  dn  nfftx  Us  Nutiie  thefeto  j 

not  expedient  to  ajpx  pis  dj 

w  Jy  defirout,  that  the  Importanee  and 

'rah  ofTaSt,  might  infuence  the  Pubheh  , 
.is  main  concern  king, »  relate  eftmp. 
n  which  be  think  he  has  been 

Lured,  and  would  feek  Redrefs,  h,s  L  ame, 
id  Place  of  Abode,  are  left  wtth  the  Pr«e 
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